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                           Topic: Improving Sentences            Chapter: Adverbs

An adverb adds something to the meaning of the verb.

Kinds of Adverbs:

There are three kinds of Adverbs: Simple, Interrogative and Relative.

Simple Adverbs:

Simple Adverbs modify words. They are as follows:

· Adverbs of time (which show when): now, then, before, soon, tomorrow, already, etc. For example:

The Minister is now addressing his Party Members.

I have spoken to the Inspector already.

· Adverbs of place (which show where): here, there, everywhere, in, out, etc. For example:

He searched for her everywhere.

Hoping to meet you he had come here.

· Adverbs of manner (which show how or in what manner): well, badly, thus, so, etc. 

For example: He behaved badly.

· Adverbs of frequency (which show how often): once, twice, sometimes, seldom, etc.

For example: I have sometimes made mistakes.

· Adverbs of degree or quantity (which show how much or to what extent or in what degree): very, much, almost, wholly, quite, rather, etc. 

For example: The weather was quite pleasant.

· Adverbs of reason (therefore, likewise, etc.)

For example: He was, therefore, put in detention.

· Adverbs of affirmation or negation (yes, certainly, surely, no, never, etc.)

For example: I shall certainly attend the function.

Interrogative Adverbs

These adverbs are used in asking questions. They are as follows-

1. Time: When will you finish your project?

2. Place: Where are you staying?

3. Manner: How do you plan your work schedule?

4. Number or frequency: How many people helped you?

5. Degree, extent or quantity: How deep is the trench?

6. Reason: Why did you fail?

Relative Adverbs

Relative Adverbs modify some word in a clause; they also connect the clause in which they occur with the rest of the sentence. The Antecedent Noun to which they relate may be either omitted or expressed.

· The Antecedent expressed-

This is the school where I studied.

· The Antecedent omitted-

I did not know when (= the time by which) he had come.

Position of Adverbs

· An Adverb of time is placed before the verb it modifies. For example: He always enters late in the class.

Adverbs of time such as now, then, yet and today are placed after the verb or after the object (if there is one).

For example: They arrived early.

· Adverbs of place as there, everywhere, here, etc are placed after the verb or after the object (if there is one).

      For example: There is peace here.

· When there are two or more Adverbs after a verb (with its object), the normal order is: Adverb of manner, Adverb of place and Adverb of time. 

      For example: He spoke aloud everywhere then.

· Where the Auxiliary Verb is used with the Principal Verb, the Adverb is placed between the Auxiliary and the Principal Verb.

     For example: I have just completed my work.

· The Adverb ‘enough’ is always placed after the word it modifies.

For example: She was clever enough to speak the truth.

Practice Questions

1.

He called here a few minutes repeatedly to talk to you.

A: He called here a few minutes repeatedly to talk to you.

B: He called here a few minutes constantly to talk to you.

C: He called here a few minutes after to talk to you.

D: He called here a few minutes ago to talk to you.

E: He called here a few minutes again to talk to you.

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: Only Choice D has the correct Adverb of Time ‘ago’. All the adverbs in Choices A, B and E are incorrect. The preposition ‘after’ in Choice C is also incorrect.

2.

The horse galloped hurriedly leaving behind the bewildered rider.

A: The horse galloped hurriedly leaving behind the bewildered rider.

B: The horse galloped fast leaving behind the bewildered rider.

C: The horse galloped swiftly leaving behind the bewildered rider.

D: The horse galloped slowly leaving behind the bewildered rider.

E: The horse galloped away leaving behind the bewildered rider.

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: Only Choice E has the correct Adverb of Place. All the adverbs in Choices A, C and D are incorrect. The adjective ‘fast’ in Choice B is redundant with ‘galloped’ and is therefore incorrect.

3.

At what hour is the sun correctly above us?

A: At what hour is the sun correctly above us?

B: At what hour is the sun on top of us?

C: At what hour is the sun very much above us?

D: At what hour is the sun rightly above us?

E: At what hour is the sun right above us?

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: The Adverb ‘right’ modifies the phrase ‘above us’. All the other sentences are incorrect as they distort the meaning.

4.

With good care he is further better now.

A: With good care he is further better now.

B: With good care he is surely better now.

C: With good care he is far better now.

D: With good care he is far from better now.

E: With good care he is far away now.

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Only Choice C uses the correct Adverb of Degree. ‘Further’ in Choice A, ‘surely’ in Choice B and ‘far away’ in Choice E are incorrect as they change the meaning. The phrase ‘far from better now’ in Choice D contradicts the earlier statement about ‘good care’.

5.

He could not speak, he was so angry.

A: He could not speak, he was so angry.

B: He could not speak, he was so much angry.

C: He could not speak, he was so very angry.

D: He could not speak, he was angry.

E: He could not speak, he was greatly angry.

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: Only Choice A expresses the anger correctly. It is a better sentence than Choice D.

6.

With good fortune no one got hurt in the accident.

A: With good fortune no one got hurt in the accident.

B: Being with good fortune no one got hurt in the accident.

C: Unfortunately no one got hurt in the accident.

D: It is good fortune no one got hurt in the accident.

E: Fortunately no one got hurt in the accident.

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: Only Choice E uses the correct Adverb. In Choice C the Adverb ‘unfortunately’ contradicts the statement that follows.

7.

The postman called upon while you were away.

A: The postman called upon while you were away.

B: The postman called here while you were away.                                 

C: The postman called again while you were away.

D: The postman called up while you were away.                                 

E: The postman called on while you were away.             

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Choice C uses the correct Adverb of Frequency. It is a better sentence than Choice B. The prepositions ‘upon’, ‘up’ and ‘on’ distort the original meaning. 

8.

I remember the school that I studied.

A: I remember the school that I studied.

B: I remember the school where from I studied.

C: I remember the school wherein I studied.

D: I remember the school where I studied.

E: I remember the school in which I studied.

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: In Choice D the Relative Adverb ‘where’ relates or refers back to its antecedent ‘school’. It is a better sentence than Choice E. The other sentences are incorrect.

9.

Many boys are there in your class?

A: Many boys are there in your class?

B: How many boys are there in your class?

C: Number of boys in your class?

D:  What number of boys are there in your class?

E:  Only boys are there in your class?

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Only Choice B uses the correct Interrogative Adverb of Number ‘How’. 

10.

Wisdom is too high for a fool.

A: Wisdom is too high for a fool.

B: Wisdom is to high for a fool.

C: Wisdom is too higher for a fool.

D: Wisdom is terribly high for a fool.

E: Wisdom is surely high for a fool.

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: This proverb uses the correct Adverb of Degree ‘too’. It is a better sentence than the other Choices. The preposition ‘to’ in Choice B has been incorrectly used.
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