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Topic: Improving Sentences                           

Chapter: Prepositions

A Preposition is a word placed before a noun or a pronoun to show in what relation it stands in regard to something else. For example- 

1. There is a bull in the field.

2. He is fond of coffee.

3. The puppy jumped off the chair.

In sentence 1, the Preposition joins a Noun to another Noun.

In sentence 2, the Preposition joins a Noun to an Adjective.

In sentence 3, the Preposition joins a Noun to a Verb.

Prepositions may be arranged in the following classes-

· Simple Prepositions:

at   by  for  from  in  of  off  on   out   through  till  to  up   with 

· Compound Prepositions:

about      above      across     along      amidst    among     amongst    around    before  behind    below     beneath    beside    between   beyond    inside      outside    

underneath     within     without

· Phrase Prepositions: (These groups of words have the force of Prepositions)

according to                         in accordance with                        in place of  

along with                            in (on) behalf of                            in reference to

by virtue of                          in addition to                                 in regard to   

away from                            in case of                                      in spite of

because of                            in comparison to                           instead of

by dint of                             in compliance with                        in the event of

by means of                         in consequence of                          on account of

by reason of                         in course of                                    owing to

by way of                             in favour of                                    with a view to

for the sake of                      in front of                                      with an eye to

agreeably to                          in lieu of                                       with reference to

conformably to                     in order to                                     with regard to

For example:

The student wrote according to the teacher’s instructions.

With reference to your application letter, we would like you to attend our interview.

· Participial Prepositions:

Some words, which are present participles of verbs, are used absolutely without any noun or pronoun being attached to them. For example- barring, considering, during, notwithstanding, pending, regarding, respecting, touching etc.  

Barring (= excepting, apart from) the usual hitches while traveling, the journey was quite pleasant.

Notwithstanding (= in spite of ) the resistance offered by the thief, he was arrested by the police.

Practice Questions 

Choose the correct answer. Some sentences may be correct.

1.

On the positive side, children who are exposed to lots off other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

A: On the positive side, children who are exposed to lots off other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

B: On the positive side, children who are exposed away from other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

C. On the positive side, children who are exposed to lots of other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

D: On the positive side, children who are exposed always from other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

E: On the positive side, children who are exposed too lots of other kids (and their germs) develop exceptionally robust immune systems.

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct preposition ‘of’ has been used. In Choice A ‘off’ is incorrect. In Choice B, D and E the adverbs and prepositions ‘away from’, ‘always from’ and ‘too’ are inappropriate in their contexts.

2.

It is suspected he had a hand in the plot.

A. It is suspected he had a hand in the plot.

B: It is suspected he had a hand for the plot.

C: It is suspected he had a hand over the plot.

D: It is suspected he had a hand into the plot.

E: It is suspected he had a hand to the plot.

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The idiom ‘had a hand in the plot’ means to be involved. In the other sentences the wrong prepositions have been used which makes the idiom faulty.

3.

By virtue with the power invested in me, I now elect you a member of this club.

A: By virtue with the power invested in me, I now elect you a member of this club.

B: By virtue of the power invested in me, I now elect you a member of this club.

C: By virtue from the power invested in me, I now elect you a member of this club.

D: By virtue of the power invested in me, I now elect you a member at this club.

E: By virtue of the power invested in me, I now elect you a member into this club.

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Only Choice B has the correct prepositions.

4.

Bearing a few stray incidents here and there, the journey was quite comfortable.

A: Bearing a few stray incidents here and there, the journey was quite comfortable.

B: Bringing a few stray incidents here and there, the journey was quite comfortable.

C: Barring a few stray incidents, the journey was quite comfortable, here and there.

D: Barring stray incidents here and there, the journey was quite comfortable.

E: Barring a few stray incidents here and there, the journey was quite comfortable.

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: Although Choice D is correct, Choice E is a better sentence as ‘a few’ 

(determiner, pronoun and adjective) makes it more meaningful. ‘Bearing’ and ‘bringing’ in Choices A and B are faulty idioms. In Choice C there is a comma splice making the sentence confusing.

5.

Referring to the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

A: Referring to the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

B: In reference to the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

C: As referred to the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

D: As referred to in the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

E: With reference to the advertisement in the Sunday Gazette, dated 15 May 2007, I wish to place my order.

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: Only Choice E uses the correct preposition.

6.

In accordance with your instructions, we have remitted the amount for your bankers.

A: In accordance with your instructions, we have remitted the amount for your bankers.

B: In accordance to your instructions, we have remitted the amount to your bankers.

C: In accordance to your instructions, we have remitted the amount with your bankers.

D: In accordance with your instructions, we have remitted the amount to your bankers.

E: In accordance to your instructions, we have remitted the amount from your bankers.

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct prepositions ‘with’ and ‘to’ have been used. The prepositions in the other sentences are all wrong in the given context. 

7.

For the sake of their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated towards America.

A; For the sake of their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated towards America.

B: For the sake of their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated from America.

C: For the sake of their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated to America.

D: Forsaken of their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated to America.

E: For their beliefs, the Puritans immigrated to America.

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct prepositions have been used. In Choices A and B ‘towards’ and ‘from’ are incorrect prepositions. In Choice D ‘forsaken’ (= abandon) has been incorrectly used. Compared to Choice E, Choice C is a better sentence.

8.

When the Nazis occupied Austria on 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive on the right.

A: When the Nazis occupied Austria on 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive on the right.

B: When the Nazis occupied Austria in 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive on the right.

C: When the Nazis occupied Austria in 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive in the right.

D: When the Nazis occupied Austria in 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive to the right.

E: When the Nazis occupied Austria in 1938, Adolf Hitler declared that everyone had to drive from the right.

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Only in Choice B have the correct prepositions been used.

9.

In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, in its list of the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

A: In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, in its list of the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

B: In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, on its list off the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

C: In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, too its list of the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

D: In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, on its list of the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

E: In 1999 Time Magazine placed Berners-Lee, who in 1991 invented the World Wide Web, from its list of the “ 100 Persons of the Century”, and seven different universities have awarded him honorary degrees. 

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: Only in Choice D the correct preposition ‘on’ in the phrase ‘on its list’ has been used.

10.

Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important to short-term memory.

A: Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important to short-term memory.

B: Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important in short-term memory.

C: Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important towards creating short-term memory.

D: Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important in creating short-term memory.

E: Using electrode recording and brain scans, experts have discovered that during REM (rapid eye movement) sleep the brain has low levels of the chemical serotonin, important for short-term memory.

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: In Choice E the correct preposition ‘for’ has been used. In Choices C and D the meaning of the sentences get distorted when the participle ‘creating’ is added.
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