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Topic: Identifying Sentence Errors                                          

Chapter: Faulty Diction 2

Another common error in diction occurs when Adjectives and Adverbs are used erroneously. In other words an adjective is used instead of an adverb and vice versa. 

An adjective adds details to the noun (or the pronoun) or describes it. For example: She has a beautiful face. 

Adverbs tell us something about the action in a sentence by modifying a verb, an adjective, an adverb, a prepositional phrase, a sentence or a conjunction.

The following sentences show how adverbs affect the meaning of a sentence.

Compare:       Tom has left.                                       Tom has just left.

                       She has finished her packing.             She has nearly finished her packing. 

Practice Questions:

Q1.

With no regard for his own safety, Ray returned to rescue Patrick, but he was beaten 

           A                                                                      B

back, worse burned by flames as high as a house. No error.

                   C                                 D                             E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The adverb ‘badly’ should be used instead of the adjective ‘worse’.

Q2.

Ahead was a fair easy stretch of trail and by early afternoon, they were setting up at the  

                        A                                                      B                                      C

Fish Harbour campsite. No error.

               D                          E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: The correct answer is the adverb ‘fairly’.

Q3.

Searching the beach, he noticed a roughly track in the brush and pushed aside the 

       A                                                      B                                                 C

branches to find himself staring at the back of another bear. No error.

                                                    D                                                E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The correct answer is the adjective ‘rough’.

Q4.

While they had been watching what they took to be the mother bear, the offspring had 

                                A                                       B   

made off with their hugely food bag. No error.

        C                      D                               E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct answer is the adjective ‘huge’.

Q5.

Legend has it that several Buddhist monks and priests worked by sun, reflectors and 

           A                                                                                    B

torchlight to create magnificent murals out of the sheer rock face. No errors.

                                             C                                           D                    E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: There are no errors.

Q6.

Unimpressed with the prices he found at our one-hour photo shop outside Washington, a 

          A                                  B                                                                        C

customer asked where he might find a suitably deal than ours. No error. 

                                                                       D                                E

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct answer is the adjective ‘better’.
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