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Topic: Identifying Sentence Errors                           

Chapter Name: Faulty Idioms 1

Idioms may be defined as expressions peculiar to a language. Many verbs, when followed by various prepositions, or adverbs, acquire an idiomatic sense. For example- I must think the matter over (i.e. consider it).

An interesting characteristic of the verb in English is that it can combine with prepositions and adverb particles. Broadly speaking, we call these combinations of verb + preposition or verb + adverb particle idioms. For example-

Verb (transitive) + preposition: I got over my fit of depression.

Verb (transitive) + particle: We must bring up children with lots of love and affection.

These are some common idioms:

      Bear

1. Bear down- overthrow or crush by force 

2. Bear away- win

3. Bear up- not to despair

4. Bear out- support or confirm

5. Bear with- tolerate

      Break

1. Break down- fail, collapse

2. Break into- enter by force

3. Break off- stop suddenly

4. Break out- appear suddenly

5. Break with- quarrel with

6. Break up- end, disperse

      Bring

1. Bring about- cause

2. Bring down- lower

3. Bring forth- produce

4. Bring in- earn, yield as the result of sale

5. Bring on- cause

6. Bring out- publish, show

7. Bring one round- persuade

8. Bring up- rear and train

      Call

1. Call for- demand

2. Call in- summon, send for

3. Call on- pay a brief visit

4. Call off- cancel

5. Call up- recollect

      Carry

1. Carry away- bear off

2. Carry on- continue, manage

3. Carry out- execute

4. Carry through- sustain

Come

1. Come about- happen

2. Come by- get

3. Come down- become lower or cheaper

4. Come out- transpired

5. Come to- amount to

6. Come up- raised for discussion

7. Come round- be persuaded/recover/agree

      Fall

1. Fall back- retreat

2. Fall back upon- have recourse to

3. Fall flat- fail to produce any effect

4. Fall in- stand in a line

5. Fall off- decrease/deteriorated

6. Fall out- quarrel

7. Fall through- fail

Get

1. Get along- make progress

2. Get at- recover

3. Get down- descend

4. Get off- escape punishment

5. Get on- advance, make progress

6. Get over- overcome

7. Get through- pass

Practice Questions

Important Instructions: The underlined and lettered parts of each sentence below may contain an error in expression (idiom). Read each sentence carefully and identify which item, if any, contains an error. No sentence contains more than one error. Some sentences may contain no error. In that case, the correct choice will always be E (No error).

For example:

Though at first Gail faced difficulties, slowly she adjusted to her new environment and 

     A                                  B                                         C

 fell along with her peers. No error.

      D                                       E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘got along’ which means to make progress.

Q1.

The new leader has been able to tear down all opposition to establish his own rule. 

                               A                         B                                       C                     D

No error.

      E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E 

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘bear down’ which means to overthrow or crush by force.

Q2.

After a market survey, the publishers have recently brought in a cheap edition of their

                 A                                   B                                  C                            D

new dictionary. No error.

                                E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘brought out’ which means to publish.

Q3.

At last the rioters fell back when the Special Squad was called in to tackle the 

                                  A                                                     B                   C

grave situation. No error.

         D                   E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: ‘Fell back’ means to retreat or yield.

Q4. 

Everyone was impressed by the way his son efficiently carried over his business in his 

                          A                       B                                            C                                D

absence. No error.

                    E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘carried on’ (managed).

Q5.

All parents think that children will come over to their views and vice versa. No errors. 

       A                                                        B                      C                       D              E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘come round’ (agree).

Q6.

It is said that the standard of efficiency in public service has recently fallen of. No error.

     A                        B                                          C                                       D            E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘fallen off’ (deteriorated). 
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