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Topic: Identifying Sentence Errors                           

Chapter Name: Faulty Idioms 2

Here are some more idioms. They are also called phrasal verbs-

Look

1. Look after (take care of)

2. Look forward to (expect with pleasure)

3. Look down upon (despise)

4. Look to (rely on)

5. Look into (investigate)

6. Look on (regard)

7. Look up (search for)

8. Looking up (improving)

9. Look up to (admire)

Make

1. Make away with (steal)

2. Make for (help to promote)

3. Make out (understand)

4. Make over (transfer)

5. Make something up (invent something)

6. Make up for something (compensate or make good)

7. Make up one’s mind (determine)

Put

1. Put by (save)

2. Put down (suppress)

3. Put off (postpone)

4. Put someone off (evade)

5. Put on (assume)

6. Put out (extinguish)

7. Put up (show)

8. Put up (lodge)

9. Put up with (tolerate)

Run

1. Run down (become weak)

2. Run down (disparage)

3. Run into (incur)

4. Run over (to be crushed beneath)

5. Run off with (make off with)

6. Run out (expire)

7. Run short of (exhaust)

8. Run through (glance over)

Set

1. Set aside (reject)

2. Set about (begin)

3. Set apart (reserve)

4. Set forth (explain, make known)

5. Set in (begin)

6. Set off (start

7. Set up (start a business)

8. Set oneself up (establish oneself

Take 

1. Taken aback (surprised)

2. Take after (resemble)

3. Take down (write down)

4. Take someone for (think one to be)

5. Take in (comprehend)

6. Take off (remove)

7. Take to (become addicted)

8. Take up (occupy)

9. Take up (begin to pursue)

Turn

1. Turn against (become hostile to)

2. Turn someone off (dismiss someone)

3. Turn out (produce, manufacture)

4. Turn up (arrive)

Practice Questions

Q1.

The old man is looking to the visit of his grandchildren during Easter. No error.

     A                         B                         C                                     D                E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘looking forward to’ which means expecting with pleasure.

Q3.

Sometime ago the two sisters quarreled over their property, but they have now 

          A                                               B                   

made their minds to settle the dispute amicably. No error.

            C                            D                                    E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘made up their minds’ which means determined.

Q4.

While traveling to the West Coast I had to put through a good deal of discomfort.

          A                                               B                C                                      D

No error.

       E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘put up with’ which means to endure or tolerate.

Q5.

The Manager will have to run through the accounts before submitting them 

           A                                    B                                           C

to the Director. No error.

        D                      E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: E

Explanation: The idiom is correct. It means to glance over.

Q6.

They had promised to come but to everybody’s disappointment, they never turned in.

                 A                              B                                   C                                     D

No error.

      E

Answer:  A    B    C    D    E

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The correct idiom is ‘turned up’ which means arrived.
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