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Topic: Identifying Sentence Errors           

Chapter: Faulty Parallelism 1
      There is order in a sentence construction. Parallel ideas must use the same grammatical form and they have to be listed properly. For example: 

I like reading adventure stories, classics, murder mysteries and to cook.   

Here the Infinitive ‘to cook’ is not parallel with the Gerund ‘reading’. The correct verb would be ‘cooking’. Ideas in a sentence must be logically kept in the same grammatical form. 

      Certain pairs of words like either/or, neither/nor, whether/or, both/and, and not only/but also represent parallel ideas. Be careful of errors in misuse of these words. For example:

Neither food or water was found there.

The correct expression to use with ‘neither’ is ‘nor’.

Practice Questions

Q1.

The house was built with ramps instead of stairs, in order to enable the man in the wheelchair moving 

                       A                                 B                                     C                                                      D

easily from room to room and floor to floor. No error.

                                                                             E

Answer: D

Explanation: The correct expression is the infinitive ‘to move’ which matches with ‘to enable’.

Q2.

 As she was dieting, she neither ate or drank in parties, hoping to lose weight. No error.

     A                 B                             C                                              D                       E

Answer: C

Explanation: With ‘neither’, ‘nor’ is paired. A usage to look out for is one word in a pair.

Q3.

Her reminiscences of her experiences are so fascinating that she ought to write a book. No error.
                                  A                                        B                  C                  D                        E

Answer: E

Explanation: There is no error.

Q4.

Quick quicksilver to change, he was mercurial in nature and therefore unreliable. No error.
             A                                    B                          C                    D                              E 

Answer: A

Explanation: The phrase should read ‘Quick as quicksilver’ as it is an apt comparison.

Q5.

In Mrs. Doubtfire, the hero is a playful, whimsical man who takes a notion to dress up a woman so 

                                    A                                                                                                  B

that he can look after his children, who are in the custody of his ex-wife. No error.

                  C                                                            D                                       E

Answer: B

Explanation: The correct expression is ‘up as a’. It is an apt comparison.

Q6.

When Watson  was a man of average intelligence, Holmes was a genius, whose gift for ratiocination  

     A                                                                                          B                                               C   

made him a superb detective. No error.
                      D                            E

Answer: A

Explanation: The correct expression is ‘While Watson’. Without the conjunction ‘while’, the sentence will have an error in faulty parallelism.
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