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Topic: Identifying Sentence Errors           

Chapter: Faulty Parallelism 2
In this section we will focus more on sentences with incomplete comparisons.  In a sentence comparisons should be stated in a logical manner. Ungrammatical or illogical comparisons should be avoided otherwise they may distort the meaning or be incomplete. For example:

Which is more expensive – flying to Boston or to take the train?  

By now you must have realized that the correct answer is ‘taking the train’. The infinitive ‘to take’ is out of place in this context.

Practice Questions

Q1. These remarks, spoken with asperity, stung the boys to whose they had been directed to. No error.
                A                                   B                                         C                                     D              E

Answer: C

Explanation: Without the relative pronoun ‘to whom’, the direction of the remarks remains obscure. The correct expression is ‘to whom’.

Q2.

Hamlet vowed he would avenge his father’s murder, punish Claudius for his horrible crime. No error.
           A                                                                     B                            C                   D                 E     

Answer: B

Explanation: The conjunction ‘and’ should be added to connect Hamlet’s thoughts. The correct expression is ‘murder, and punish’.

Q3.

When the bank examiners arrived to hold their annual audit, discovered the embezzlements of the 

   A                                                      B                                     C                                                D

chief cashier. No error.
                            E

Answer: C

Explanation: The correct expression is ‘audit, they discovered’. Without the pronoun ‘they’ the meaning is ambiguous.

Q4.

Juliet studied the garbled instructions a bemused look on her face. No error.
   A                 B                       C                                            D               E

Answer: C

Explanation: The correct expression is ‘instructions with a’. 

Q5.

The recent rains filled our empty reservoirs were a boon to the whole country. No error.
                         A                                             B                C                 D                  E

Answer: A

Explanation: The correct expression is ‘rains that filled’. Here ‘that’ is used as a pronoun that refers to the recent rains.

Q6.

The carpenter shut the workshop door, sliding the heavy metal bolt into place. No error.
          A                                                 B                    C                       D                  E

Answer: E

Explanation: There is no error.
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